THE NEW YORK POST REPORTED THAT RUDY GIULIANI’S VOICE IS FEATURED IN A NEW ROBOCALL ATTACKING SEN. OBAMA FOR BEING SOFT ON CRIME. “Rudy Giuliani is making automated phone calls for John McCain that blast Barack Obama as a weak-on-crime liberal who's against mandatory prison terms for sex offenders and murderers.” (New York Post, “Rudy ‘Calls’ Out Democrats,” 10/23/00, Maggie Haberman)
FLS IS NOT INVOLVED IN ROBOCALLS INVOLIVING RUDY GIULIANI TAKING PLACE AROUND THE COUNTRY. “FLS Connect has nothing to do with the Giuliani robocalls that are reaching voters in other parts of the country.” (Saint Paul Legal Ledger, “And the winner is ... Rudy Giuliani” 10/23/08, Betsy Sundquist)

· “TO DATE, FLS CONNECT HAS MADE NO ANTI-OBAMA AUTOMATED (ROBO) CALLS ON BEHALF OF SENATOR JOHN MCCAIN'S CAMPAIGN. THE ONLY CALLS MADE TO MINNESOTA HOUSEHOLDS BY FLS CONNECT FOR SENATOR JOHN MCCAIN'S CAMPAIGN WERE MADE BY LIVE AGENTS.” (Saint Paul Legal Ledger, “And the winner is ... Rudy Giuliani” 10/23/08, Betsy Sundquist)

· CALLS IN MINNESOTA THAT WERE ORIGINALLY LABELED AS ROBOCALLS WERE ACTUALY MADE BY A LIVE OPERATOR. “The ‘Obama is soft on crime’ calls within Minnesota, in which an operator reads from the script, are coming from St. Paul-based FLS Connect, the political telemarketing firm run by Republican heavyweight Jeff Larson, according to Dan Ronayne, who spoke Thursday on Larson's behalf.” (Saint Paul Legal Ledger, “And the winner is ... Rudy Giuliani” 10/23/08, Betsy Sundquist)

IN MINNESOTA A COUNTY COMMISSIONER REPORTED RECEIVING CALLS THAT WERE CHARACTERIZED AS ROBOCALLS, DESPITE THE FACT THAT THE COMMISSIONER ADMITS THAT HE SPOKE TO A LIVE PERSON. “But the connection was confirmed by Chris Shoff, an Albert Lea chiropractor and Freeborn County commissioner. Last week, Shoff received a call from a person reading verbatim the text of what's called a ‘robocall’ (defined as recorded, computer-generated phone calls that disseminate information on behalf of a political candidate or issue). In an interview Monday, Shoff said that when he asked to speak to a supervisor of the person calling him, the supervisor came on and told him that the calls were being made on McCain's behalf by FLS-Connect.” (Finance & Commerce, “Minnesota Company Behind Mccain 'Robocalls,”’ 10/21/08)

· A MINNESOTA NEWS SOURCE DEFINED A ROBOCALL AS RECORDED AND COMPUTER GENERATED. “‘[R]obocall’ (defined as recorded, computer-generated phone calls that disseminate information on behalf of a political candidate or issue).” (Finance & Commerce, “Minnesota Company Behind Mccain 'Robocalls,”’ 10/21/08)

· ROBOCALLS ARE ILLEGAL IN MINNESOTA. “It is against a 1987 Minnesota law to use robo-calling unless it is preceded by a live operator.” (Minneapolis Star-Tribune, “Republicans Flood Minnesota With Anti-Obama Phone Calls,” 10/16/08, Mark Brunswick)

· COMMISSIONER SHOFF COULD NOT HAVE RECEIVED A ROBOCALL BECAUSE HE SPOKE TO A LIVE OPERATOR FOR NEARLY 20 MINUTES. “Shoff said he spoke to a supervisor/"team leader" for about 20 minutes, asking directly who was paying for the call. "They said it was FLS-Connect on behalf of the McCain-Palin ticket," Shoff said, adding that the caller mispronounced "Palin" with a short A. "I corrected them," he added.” (Finance & Commerce, “Minnesota Company Behind Mccain 'Robocalls,”’ 10/21/08)

THE MCCAIN CAMPAIGN SPENT OVER TEN TIMES THE COST OF A RECORDED CALL IN ORDER TO COMPLY WITH MINNESOTA STATE LAW. “Without revealing how many calls were made or how long they will last, McCain campaign officials said they complied with state law, even with actual costs of a live call ranging from 20 to 30 cents apiece, about 10 times the cost of a recorded call.” (Minneapolis Star-Tribune, “Republicans Flood Minnesota With Anti-Obama Phone Calls,” 10/16/08, Mark Brunswick)

MCCAIN CAMPAIGN REGIONAL CAMPAIGN MANGER BEN GOLNIK: “We made the calls, and they were all live.” (Minneapolis Star-Tribune, “Republicans Flood Minnesota With Anti-Obama Phone Calls,” 10/16/08, Mark Brunswick)

AN OBAMA VOLUNTEER SAID THAT THE CALLS WERE FROM LIVE OPERATORS, NOT RECORDINGS. “At an Obama campaign office in northeast Minneapolis, a volunteer working the phones said she received about a half-dozen calls complaining about receiving the message, but all said there was a person on the other end of the line. (Minneapolis Star-Tribune, “Republicans Flood Minnesota With Anti-Obama Phone Calls,” 10/16/08, Mark Brunswick)
