IN 2000, THE STAR TRIBUNE REPORTED ON THE MASSIVE AMOUNT OF THIRD PARTY ACTIVITY IN SOUTH CAROLINA PRIMARY THAT WAS DONE OUTSIDE OF FLS AND ITS CLIENTS AUTHORITY UNDER HEADLINE:  “Spending on political 'issue ads' reaches record level; The prevalence of hard-hitting ads being paid for by groups outside the campaigns is changing the face of the presidential race” 
“…The appeals were intended to help Bush and Gore but were not authorized or paid for by their campaigns.”   (The Minneapolis Star Tribune, “Spending on political 'issue ads' reaches record level; The prevalence of hard-hitting ads being paid for by groups outside the campaigns is changing the face of the presidential race,” 3/17/2000, Tom Hamburger, Eric Black)

CNN's CANDY CROWLEY REPORTED IN OCTOBER 2008 THAT IT IS NOT KNOWN WHO WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE AUTOMATED CALLS ATTACKING MCCAIN’S FAMILY IN THE 2000 SOUTH CAROLINA REPUBLICAN PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY 

Crowley: "It [robocalling] happens all of the time. And, in fact, it happened against John McCain in South Carolina when he ran in 2000 in that primary. But they never could catch up with who was doing the robocalls." (CNN's, "Anderson Cooper 360," 10/16/08)
ACCORDING TO THE NEW YORK TIMES THE DIRTIEST OF ATTACKS IN THE SOUTH CAROLINA PRIMARY CAME FROM PEOPLE AND GROUPS NOT AFFILIATED WITH THE BUSH CAMPAIGN. “In South Carolina, Bush supporters -- none of them affiliated with his campaign, we're told -- circulated fliers calling Mr. McCain the ‘fag candidate’ even as Mr. Bush subtly reinforced that message by indicating he wouldn't hire openly gay people for his administration. A professor at Bob Jones University distributed e-mail accusing Mr. McCain of choosing ‘to sire children without marriage.’ (The McCains have an adopted daughter from Bangladesh -- from a Mother Teresa orphanage, no less.) Bob Jones IV wrote a cover story for a rag called World magazine slapping around the McCain family. Mr. Bush had nothing to do with this ‘religio-political sleaze,’ as William Safire described it, either, though World is edited by Marvin Olasky, the sometime Bush adviser who invented, if you please, ‘compassionate conservatism.’” (Frank Rich, “Everybody Into The Mudfight!,” The New York Times, 2/26/00)
ACCORDING TO NEWSWEEK THE SLAMS AGAINST SEN. MCCAIN IN 2000 WERE MADE BY BUSH SUPPORTERS WHOSE IDENTITIES WERE NEVER KNOWN. "He has not forgotten the racial smear directed at his own family during the South Carolina primary in 2000, when he ran against George W. Bush. Back then, supporters of Bush (their precise identities were never known) papered cars outside churches and McCain events with nasty fliers. They suggested his adopted daughter, Bridget--who was then just eight years old--was in fact his illegitimate child by a black prostitute. The McCains were sickened about the impact this might have on Bridget and planned to wait until she was much older to tell her about it. Not long ago, Bridget, who is now 17, found out what had happened when she Googled herself." (Newsweek, “Do The Wright Thing,” 1/27/08, Holly Bailey)
ACCORDING TO TIME MAGAZINE IN 2000 THE PHONE CALLS REGARDING SEN. MCCAIN'S MARRIAGE CAME FROM OUTSIDE GROUPS ALONG WITH OTHER SMEARS FROM GROUPS OUTSIDE THE CAMPAIGN. "The most corrosive material of all came from groups and individuals independent of Bush's campaign. A Bob Jones professor named Richard Hand sent out an e-mail falsely alleging that McCain had sired two children out of wedlock. A flyer distributed at McCain rallies went after Cindy McCain for her addiction to pain killers a decade ago and her admission that she stole them from a clinic where she worked. Phone-call campaigns targeted McCain's broken first marriage. And a pro-Confederate flag group called Keep It Flying, founded just last week, sent out 250,000 pieces of misleading mail about the candidate's position on the flag flying above the state capitol." (Time Magazine, “Read My Knuckles,” 2/28/00, Eric Pooley)
IN 2000, MCCAIN SUGGESTED CALLS CAME FROM OUTSIDE GROUPS--NOT FLS OR CLIENT
“…As he has for weeks, McCain on Monday accused Robertson of slandering his national campaign co-chairman, Warren Rudman, by calling him a ‘vicious bigot’ in telephone calls to voters, and he also suggested that leaders of the religious right may have been behind other calls and e-mails to voters accusing him of fathering children out of wedlock and pointing out that he and his wife, Cindy, have adopted a black daughter.”  (Charleston Post and Courier, “McCain hits religious leaders,” 2/29/2000, by David Barstow-New York Times News Service)
